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Bermuda’s footballers celebrate advancing to the Concacaf Gold Cup for the ﬁrst time

Celebration time as Guyana qualiﬁes for the ﬁrst time for the Concacaf Gold Cup

BERMUDA, GUYANA TO MAKE CONCACAF GOLD CUP DEBUT
Newcomers Bermuda and Guyana are amongst seven Caribbean Football Union member associations that advanced from
the Concacaf Nations League one-off Qualifying Round to the 2019 Gold Cup.
The other CFU teams in the Nations League top 10 are, in order of ranking, Haiti, Martinique, Curacao, Cuba, and Jamaica.
The other teams advancing are Canada, Nicaragua and El Salvador.
These teams will join Costa Rica, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago and United States, who have qualiﬁed
having taken part in the 2018 FIFA World Cup Hexagonal qualiﬁer round.
The 2019 Gold Cup (kick off June 15 and ﬁnal July 7) will be the biggest edition ever, with 16 teams, four more than in 2017,
three host countries—USA, Costa Rica and an unnamed Caribbean county—and 17 stadiums, three more than the last time.
While Bermuda and Guyana will make their debut, Jamaica return to familiar grounds having placed runner-up in the last
two competitions. Curacao is making a second, consecutive bid, while Cuba, Haiti and Martinique are making a return.
Concacaf will unveil the full groups and schedules on April 10, 2019.

IVAN GUTIERREZ IS PRESIDENT OF THE PUERTO
RICO FA
The Federación Puertorriqueña de Fútbol (FPF), on March 16,
2019, elected a new executive committee headed by
President Ivan Rivera Gutierrez.
Gutierrez received 18 of the 35 votes cast in the four-way
battle. Alberto Santiago got 10 and incumbent Eric Labrador
seven. Jose Rodriguez did not get a vote.
The FPF is hailing 29-year-old Gutierrez as the youngest
president-elect in the federation's history and the youngest in
FIFA.
The rest of the executive committee is Jose Martinez and
Antonio Lopez Amieiro, vice presidents; Esteban Paredes
Oliveras (north region); Wilfredo Diaz Vazquez (south region);
Angel Bautista Gomez (east region); Jaime Urban Cardona
(west region); Maria Velazquez (central region); and Miguel
Cornejo (metro region). Juan Aviles Borrero and Maria Lugo
Merced are the ordinary members.

FPF President Ivan Rivera Gutierrez

Gutierrez said his work plan is built on four pillars:
administration and governance, infrastructure, national
selections and competitions and technical development.

CFU Referee Committee at work

CFU REFEREE COMMITTEE CONVENES FIRST MEETING
The CFU Referee Committee held the inaugural meeting in Grand Cayman on Saturday, March 16, 2019.
The committee is chaired by Richard Dijkhoff (Aruba) and includes Alfredo Whittaker (Cayman Islands); Barney Callender
(Barbados); Johan Linerol (Martinique); and Abilio Perez Fournier (Cuba).
The committee was also joined by Concacaf's Refereeing Manager, Caribbean Dave Meikle and CFU Administrative
Consultant Theresa Pitcairn. FIFA Referee Development Ofﬁcer Javier Santos sent his apologies.
The Chairman invited all attendees to brainstorm, present their views, suggestions, fresh ideas and proposals and provide
strategies to work with Concacaf and FIFA to achieve better refereeing standards and opportunities in the Caribbean.
Concacaf's Program of Refereeing Excellence (PORE) was referenced. PORE was launched in Mexico on January 2017 by
Concacaf and comprises two four-week intensive referee training courses led by FIFA's leading referee Instructors. PORE
includes specialized classes in English as English is the ofﬁcial FIFA language and used in all FIFA courses.
The Chairman recognized and respected PORE's positive intent but members felt that it failed to address or strengthen
Caribbean competencies. PORE has a multi-tiered assessment system with certain elimination components. Each applicant
is required to meet certain criteria: e.g. assessors look at the applicant's experience; number of games played; status of
league from which experience gained, ﬁtness and other competencies. The system is tiered and applicants are required to
pass all levels. Statistics show that Caribbean applicants often fail at the experience and ﬁtness levels and that there is a need
for a clear focused and realistic pathway for all Caribbean referees. This pathway to include opportunities for relevant
referee education, training and developmental program managed by the CFU to bring refereeing standard up to
acceptable and competitive standards. This pathway would also involve the establishment of a tiered system for CFU
referees and specialized training programs for talented referees that aspire to be FIFA referees.
It was left that Alfredo Whittaker would draft a Plan of Action for the short, medium and long term, to be presented in April
to the CFU Executive. It was noted that female referees now form the bedrock of Caribbean football evidenced by Jamaica's
Princess Brown and Stephanie Dale-Yee Sing's ofﬁciating the FIFA U17 World Cup this past November in Uruguay.

NEW DIGS, ARTIFICIAL TURF FOR ST. LUCIA AND
JAMAICA
The Jamaica Football Federation (JFF), on March 13,
unveiled a new facility that includes a full-sized artiﬁcial
turf and a 26-room building at the Captain Horace
Burrell Centre of Excellence.
JFF President Michael Ricketts said the facility is the ﬁrst
of at least four his administration will deliver over the
course of the next four years. The facility took six months
to complete.
Meanwhile, the St. Lucia Football Association, unveiled
their artiﬁcial turf on February 23—a process that took
two decades.
SLFA President Lyndon Cooper said his administration
was pleased to surmount that doubts and misgivings
that surrounded the project—which saw at least four
regime changes and many other obstacles—to deliver
the Technical Center.
New turf for Jamaica / St Lucia gets artiﬁcial ﬁeld

Phase two of the project will include seating for 2,000
and a dormitory.

SUBMIT ENTRY FORMS FOR 2019 CFU BOYS’ U14 CHALLENGE SERIES
Please remember to remit the entry form for the 2019 CFU Boys’ U14 Challenge Series. The submission deadline is April 2,
2019. Send entry forms to competitions@cfufootball.org.
The competition is tentatively scheduled for September 19-30, 2019. The competition will give young boys invaluable
experience and exposure. The format and venues will be announced once entry forms are received.

STAY IN THE ‘LOOP’
Send your photos with captions, updates, scores and information to cfusecretariat@cfufootball.org. If you haven’t done so
already, please send us the name and contact information of the media ofﬁcer for your association.
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