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CUBA TOP GROUP 5 OF THE CFU GIRLS’ UNDER-14 CHALLENGE SERIES 

Cuba staved off Trinidad and Tobago to triumph 2-1 in the final game of the CFU Girls’ Under-14 Challenge Series played 
at Ato Boldon, Couva on October 29, 2019. The win meant that the Cubans finished 3-0 in their matches and at the top of 
the point standings in Group 5. It was Carissa Cowan who sent Trinidad and Tobago ahead in the keenly contested affair in 
the 8th minute, and Cuba’s Dalia Ladesma Baez answered in the 31st minute. 

A 42nd minute conversion by Keila Vega Hernandez sealed the deal for Cuba in a rough match in which two yellow cards 
for Cuba resulted in a red.  

Third-placed Suriname defeated Grenada 3-1 in the opening match in which both sides picked up a yellow card apiece. 

Royanie Karjasemmita got Suriname on the scoreboard in the 16th minute and Michajah Emanuels converted in the 34th, 
putting the score at 2-0 at the break.

Grenada’s Teasis Jones pulled back a goal for Grenada in the 40th, and both teams maintained their intensity to the final 
whistle. 

The 2019 competition concluded with Trinidad and Tobago Group. The first four groups were played in August.

Jamaica, which hosted, were best amongst a grouping that also included, in order of finish, the Dominican Republic, 
Bermuda and Martinique. 

Hosts Cayman Islands topped their point standings followed by St. Lucia, Curacao and Barbados in Group 2.

Playing in Puerto Rico in Group 3, Haiti’s young women were first ahead of the home team, Puerto Rico, Turks and Caicos 
Islands, Anguilla and Bonaire. 

Meanwhile, St. Vincent and the Grenadines earned Group 4 bragging rights, placing ahead of hosts St. Kitts and Nevis, 
Antigua and Barbuda and Dominica.

YOUNG REFEREES AND ASSISTANT REFEREES HONE THEIR SKILLS AT CFU GIRLS’ UNDER-14 
CHALLENGE SERIES 
 
The CFU Girls’ Under-14 Challenge Series, which wrapped up on October 30, 2019 in Trinidad and Tobago, provided the 
opportunity for 17 up-and-coming referees and 19 assistant referees.

The competition, which saw the first four groups competing in August and the final group in October, gave the officials the 
chance for training and learning, a similar platform provided for the 21 teams that participated. 

Referee Assessor Livingston Bailey noted the importance of competitions like the respective CFU Challenge Series, saying 
they “expose young referees to tournament settings to give them the opportunity to develop their careers through proper 
guidance and teach the intricacies of the modern game.”

He labelled the group in Trinidad as “enthusiastic” and “eager to work and learn” and said their commitment to 
professionalism was clear. 

“The significance of the developmental competitions is that it gives them (the referees) competition-level training. There are 
certain guidelines to follow regarding game management standards – how they deal with situations on the field of play and 
how they themselves adapt to the various situations on the field of play and how they can use their personalities to manage 
as opposed to cards,” Bailey said. 

For most of the referees and referee assistants, the 2019 CFU Girls’ Under-14 Challenge Series was their first foray outside 
of their respective local leagues. 

CARIBBEAN FOOTBALL UNION EXECS GRADUATE FROM CIES PROGRAMME 

Twenty-seven senior football executives from 17 Caribbean Football Union (CFU) Member Associations graduated from the 
first edition of the Football Executive Programme for the Caribbean on Saturday, October 5 at the University of the West 
Indies (UWI) St. Augustine campus Trinidad and Tobago.

The programme is an initiative of FIFA and the International Centre of Sports Studies (CIES) with the support of UWI St. 
Augustine. It incorporated eight modules, including accounting and finance, communication, event management and 
development, marketing, project management and strategy.

The participating Member Associations were Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Bermuda, Barbados, British 
Virgin Islands, Curacao, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Turks and Caicos Islands, and the United States Virgin Islands.

CFU President Randolph Harris delivered the feature address at the graduation ceremony, congratulating the football 
executives and challenging them to put their knowledge to practical application.

“Such academic courses create opportunities and help in building a common vision among our Caribbean football 
community. Our region needs professional and educated sports administrators to lead the development agenda and to 
promote our Caribbean football on the world scene,” President Harris said. 

Also attending the graduation was Véron Mosengo-Omba, FIFA Chief Member Associations Officer and Dr. Matteo Tassi, 
CIES Executive Training Programmes representative.

TTFA HOME OF FOOTBALL GETS DRY RUN

The Trinidad and Tobago Football Association (TTFA), hosts of Group 5 of the CFU Girls’ Under-14 Challenge Series, put its 
Home of Football, specifically the Athletes Hotel Accommodation, to the test by providing the accommodations for the four 
teams—Cuba, Grenada, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago—contesting the group.

The 72-room facility is a brisk 10-minute walk from the Ato Boldon Stadium.
The accommodations are divided into into double rooms and suites, each fully equipped with WI-FI, TV’s, as well as a 
conference room, a cafeteria, medical room and team dining rooms. 

A secondary building houses two dormitories, a main kitchen, a dining room, changing rooms, a laundry room and 
additional coaches’ sleeping quarters.

EXCO MEETING   
 
There will be a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Caribbean Football Union on Friday, November 1, 2019.

STAY IN THE ‘LOOP’   
 
We’d love to hear from you, and the membership would love to hear from you too. Send your photos with captions, Send 
your news, information, photos with captions, scores and information to cfusecretariat@cfufootball.org. Help us share your 
information so everyone may stay in the loop.

EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESS   
 
The November 2, 2019 Extraordinary Congress of the Caribbean Football Union will be held in the Pan Am Ballroom at 
Sheraton Miami Airport Hotel and Executive Meeting Center, starting at 9 am. 

Nikesha Gage, Shandor Wilkinson, Cadijah Mars, Ancie Benardin pictured here after match 33 were amongst the
referees and referee assistants officiating the CFU Girls’ Under-14 Challenge Series

CFU President Randolph Harris presents the certificate to General Secretary of the
St. Vincent and the Grenadines Football Federation
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